2013 CLIFF LEDE CABERNET SAUVIGNON, DIAMOND MOUNTAIN
Vintage
An early, even growing season led the way to an excellent vintage in 2013. A warm, dry spring brought early
bud break and uniform vine growth. June’s warm end led to an early and even veraison, followed by steady
maturation during the temperate late summer and early fall. Ideal weather, with no detrimental heat spikes or
rain events, allowed us to harvest individual vineyard blocks at optimal ripeness with no constraints. Yields
were plentiful, due to the favorable weather during bloom, but berries remained small, resulting in wines of
exceptional depth and concentration. Slow ripening retained acidity, creating wines that are balanced,
profound, and beautiful.
Vineyards
Our Diamond Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon comes from an exceptional, low-yielding vineyard with volcanic
ash and gravelly loam soils in the Diamond Mountain appellation, nestled into the Mayacamas Range on the
northwest side of Napa Valley. The sun-drenched mountain vineyard has northeastern exposure and late
afternoon breezes that ripen the fruit slowly and evenly. Planted and farmed by David Abreu Vineyard
Management, this extraordinary site of old vines planted on a steep incline with a historic Napa field selection
produces an age-worthy Cabernet Sauvignon with dark fruit, intense structure, minerality, and perfume.
Winemaking
Hand harvested in the cool early morning hours, the fruit was immediately subjected to rigorous selection by
our three-tiered sorting process, including our cutting edge optical sorter, with a goal of eliminating less-thanperfect berries. The berries were gently gravity-delivered to tank using our distinctive crane system,
minimizing disruption of berry integrity. Cold soaks lasted five days and fermentations were managed via a
combination of délestage, punch downs and pump overs. Extended maceration for four weeks fine-tuned our
tannin profiles. The wine underwent twenty-one months of élevage in French oak, 80% new.
Winemaker Notes
A deep, dark purple in color, this extraordinary mountain Cabernet offers loads of Pauillac-like aromas of
graphite, cedar, cassis, and blackberry. Layered in with these classic scents are a lovely array of powdered
cocoa, black fig, and tobacco. The essence of terroir is echoed in the gravelly loam and pine forest notes that
appear in the generous aromas and flavors. The long opulent palate tastes of liquefied minerals and possesses
a voluptuous velour-like texture. Lucky imbibers of this rare elixir are privy to a wine made from a legendary
site in an epic vintage. ― Christopher Tynan, Winemaker
Analysis
Composition:
Alcohol:
Bottling Date:
Release Date:
Production:

92% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Merlot
15.0%
July 2015
December 2016
466 Cases

