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VINEYARDS

2021 CLIFF LEDE “POETRY”, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, STAGS LEAP DISTRICT

Cliff Lede Vineyards is a family-owned and operated winery located in the famed Stags Leap District. For
over 20 years, Cliff Lede Vineyards has prioritized crafting wines of extraordinary quality with authenticity
and sustainability in mind.

Vintage

The 2021 growing season was beset by a very dry winter. The valley received only half of the average rainfall.
Because of the winter drought, our experienced vineyard crew began irrigation before bud break in the
rockiest soils and set about crafting canopies that would protect and ripen the fruit to perfection. Although
dry, the mild weather during April’s budbreak helped establish healthy shoot and leaf growth throughout May
into June. Mid-June saw some of the hottest days of the year, accompanied by cold nights which tempered
their effects. Foggy mornings and warm sunny afternoons in August and September ushered in an early
harvest of pristine and flavorful grapes. The wines are imbued with a bright fresh acidity provided by the
ample, shading canopies, along with the ripeness and allure of a droughty growing season.

Vineyard

The Poetry Vineyard, carved into a steep west-facing hillside, reaches from the highest elevations of the Stags
Leap District appellation to the valley floor. This vineyard draws its uniqueness from shallow, volcanic soils
atop fractured shale. Due to the stressful nature of the site, planted with high vine density and farmed to very
low yields, the vines develop slowly and produce small flavorful berries. The vineyard is planted to legendary,
proprietary heritage selections of Cabernet Sauvignon.

Winemaking

In the cool darkness of night, grapes were hand-picked into twenty-five-pound bins to minimize crushing. By
early morning, the grapes were subjected to rigorous selection by our three-tiered sorting process, which
includes our cutting-edge optical sorter and a slow, individual berry hand sort. Whole berries were gently
delivered by gravity to tank by our unique crane system, which kept the berries intact. Cold soaks lasted from
five to eight days, and fermentations were managed through a combination of pump overs and délestage.
Extended maceration of up to six weeks ensured exceptional extraction and fine-tuning of tannin profiles.
Following twenty-one months of éevage in French oak barrels, 74% of which were new, the blend was
selected from our best lots of the Poetry Vineyard.

Winemaker Notes

There is an effortlessness and ease to the 2021 Poetry that springs from the continuity and familiarity of its
caretakers and the experience of the vines themselves as their roots dig deep into the shallow unforgiving
terraces of rock and rhyolitic crevices. Wafts of warm summer mulberries, fractured rock, and violet perfume
envelop the glass. Wild blackberry preserves form the flavor on the entry and combine with tantalizing, black
truffle, sea salt, and steak ax poivre juices. Plush tannin swathes the finish and wraps the tongue in a mineral
laden, majestic embrace where the flavors linger long and pleasingly -Christopher Tynan, Director of
Winemaking

Analysis

Composition:  85% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Metlot, 6% Cabernet Franc, and 3% Petit Verdot
Alcohol: 13.8%

Production: 1,921 cases

Bottling Date:  July 2023

Release Date:  September 2024
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